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The theory on natural selection by Charles Darwin gives emphasis on the struggle for survival as the principal basis of selection. Darwin used Malthusian terms and warned that they should not be taken literally but as metaphorical. The idea of natural selection is one of the most misinterpreted theories he ever developed. In many ways Darwin Awards does not honor the idea of natural selection but promotes misconceptions on evolution (CBC Ideas, 2020). A good example of the misinterpretation is the 2019 award recipient Pilot Patrick In-Flight Shower.

The 52 years old pilot Patrick bought a new plane and was hopping home. Mr. Patrick was a licensed commercial aircraft pilot; certified instructor and hard 10,000hrs fright experience (Evolution Institute, 2020). The plain was faulty, as the aviation fuel was leaking to the cockpit. In Missoula the third airport Patrick called a mechanic experienced with the aircraft and explained the fuel leakage issue (Darwin Awards, 2020). He further explained that another mechanic had checked the plain and found no fault. The mechanic however advised not fly until the fuel leakage problem was resolved. The pilot overruled the recommendation and did fly the plane with electrical system off .Patrick’s decisions was poor and surprising as the craft was new and its safety not yet established. 

In all ways the pilot was not prudent and did not only follow the stop flying recommendation but lied about the first mechanic. The plan exploded due to lack of common sense on the part of the pilot and not struggle for existence or natural selection hence it does not honor the Darwin’s idea.
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